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His tenure as an athlete, a high school, col-

lege and military track coach combined for 
more than forty years. He received all con-
ference honors in football and track for the 
U.S. Navy, qualified in Track & Field for the 
U.S. Olympic team in 1972, but due to military 
obligations was unable to attend; California 
High School Coach of the year five times, and 
received the KGTV Channel 10 San Diego 
award in 1999 for outstanding citizenship in 
the community. He also served as chaplain 
and spiritual leader for the Mill Park Home 
Boys organization in San Diego, California. 

In 1963 and 1966, Willie marched with Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. in Canton, MS. In 2000 
he was awarded the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
award in Canton, for his participation in these 
marches trying to ensure equal and civil rights 
for all mankind. 

Since moving to Grenada, MS in 2011, 
where he now calls home, Willie has been 
very active in the community. He is continuing 
to use his knowledge and skills volunteering in 
various clubs, groups and civic organizations. 
He serves as president of the Male choir, an 
usher and on the Board of Trustees at Greater 
Pleasant Grove M.B. Church, Gore Springs, 
MS. He has membership in the following orga-
nizations: Grenada 100 Black Men of America, 
Inc., The American Legion and V.F.W. Post, 
Grenada Baptist District Association Men Divi-
sion, Grenada Chamber of Commerce Smile 
Team, Montgomery-Carroll-Grenada County 
Alcorn State University Alumni Chapter, Alcorn 
State University National Alumni Association, 
Community Relations Council member for 
Finch-Henry Job Corps Center, and a board 
member of Central Mississippi Incorporated. 
Willie also volunteers at Grenada High School 
by giving assistance to the track coach and 
the ROTC program. 

He is the father of four children, ten grand-
children and five great grandchildren. Willie is 
currently married to his college sweetheart 
Mildrette Netter White, a 1968 Olympic Gold 
Medalist. When he is not busy giving back to 
the community, he enjoys singing, listening to 
music, gardening, traveling and spending time 
with his family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Willie White, an Educator, a 
Leader and Public Servant, for his dedication 
to serving others and giving back to the Afri-
can American Community. 
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VARTEGA CARBON FIBER 
RECYCLING 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Vartega Carbon Fiber Re-
cycling for winning the 2016 Innovative Tech-
nology Award from the Jeffco EDC. 

The award recognizes a company that is on 
the forefront of new and advanced tech-
nologies and show leadership in the industries 
of aerospace, aviation, bioscience, energy, 
photonics, nontechnology or the like. 

Founded in 2014, Vartega is a technology 
development company specializing in the car-
bon fiber-reinforced plastic recycling process. 
Repurposing scrap materials, their innovative 
technology and processes enables them to 

provide low-cost carbon fiber for mass-market 
applications while maximizing the environ-
mental benefit of carbon fiber. Using low-cost 
recycled carbon fiber, the Vartega process 
helps to reduce fuel consumption and waste, 
and it diverts thousands of tons of waste from 
landfills each year. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Vartega Carbon Fiber Recycling for this well- 
deserved recognition from the Jeffco EDC. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE WHITE 
HOUSE ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
LANGUAGE DIVERSITY ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, in January, I 
wrote to President Trump requesting informa-
tion about why the Spanish language option 
on the White House website was deleted. Al-
though the White House did state that a Span-
ish option was under development, in the al-
most two months since I wrote the letter, I 
have not received a response nor has an offi-
cial White House Spanish website been pub-
lished. 

As I stated in my letter to President Trump, 
there are many taxpayers whose first lan-
guage is not English. Spanish along with Chi-
nese, Tagalog, and Vietnamese are the most 
commonly spoken languages in the U.S. Con-
stituents benefit tremendously from having lan-
guage options to access their government and 
receive information that may impact their lives. 
This is why it is imperative that the White 
House and federal agencies continue to be 
accessible to all taxpayers. 

It is vital for my constituents and all Ameri-
cans to be able to follow issues that affect 
their lives. I will continue to work to ensure 
that more taxpayers have access to informa-
tion in the language they choose to utilize at 
home and in their communities. 

Therefore, today, I am introducing the White 
House Accountability for Language Diversity 
Act. This legislation will require the White 
House and federal agencies to establish 
Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog, and Vietnamese 
language options for their official websites. 
This will ensure that millions of taxpayers have 
the option of accessing up-to-date information 
in their preferred language. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NYC HEALTH + 
HOSPITALS WOODHULL 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate NYC Health + Hospitals 
Woodhull on their recognition from the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) for an outstanding 
commitment to LGBTQ healthcare equality. 

In the HRC’s Healthcare Equality Index, 
Woodhull earned the distinction of being a 
Leader in LGBTQ Healthcare Equality. When 
compared with other hospitals, Woodhull ex-
emplifies fair practices and policies towards 
the LGBTQ community. 

This honor reflects Woodhull’s deep and un-
wavering commitment to serving underrep-
resented communities with the utmost profes-
sionalism and care. To ensure cultural com-
petence, staff at Woodhull have undergone 
comprehensive training to meet the needs of 
the LGBTQ community. 

Woodhull has a proud history of serving the 
residents of North Brooklyn, regardless of their 
ability to pay. Many of these residents are my 
constituents and one of my top priorities is 
making sure that our diverse community is 
treated with the respect and dignity they de-
serve. 

When it comes to receiving healthcare, no 
individual should fear discrimination based on 
sexual orientation. It is crucial that all Ameri-
cans receive high quality care and I applaud 
Woodhull for their inclusivity and dedication to 
serving the LGBTQ community. 

f 

HIGH SCHOOL ROBOTICS TEAM 
QUALIFIES FOR ROBOTICS 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Cinco Ranch High School 
Robotics Team 624, CRyptonite, of Katy, TX, 
for qualifying for the For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) 
Robotics Competition World Championship. 

To qualify for the FIRST World Champion-
ship, CRyptonite had to win the Chairman’s 
Award, which goes to the team that best emu-
lates the goals of FIRST. FIRST’s mission is 
to inspire students to be tomorrow’s science 
and technology leaders through engaging and 
innovative programs and competitions. To 
earn the Chairman’s Award, CRyptonite had to 
demonstrate excellence over several years, by 
doing robot demos in schools, businesses and 
public venues. CRyptonite also played a big 
part in the building of the Robert Shaw Center 
for STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math), which has raised awareness 
and interest in robotics competitions in the 
Katy Independent School District. CRyptonite 
will compete in the FIRST World Champion-
ship in Houston this April 19 through 22. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to CRyptonite for qualifying for the FIRST Ro-
botics Competition World Championship. We 
wish them good luck and look forward to see-
ing their future success. 

f 

HONORING HENRY ‘‘LIL SONNY’’ 
NICKSON, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Tunica County Board 
Supervisor Henry ‘‘Lil Sonny’’ Nickson, Jr. 

Supervisor Nickson was born to Mary and 
Henry Nickson, Sr. He has one sister, Sharla 
Brown-Nickson and was raised in Tunica, MS. 
Mr. Nickson is 40 years old. He is an 8th 
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grade Social Studies teacher at Tunica Middle 
School in the Tunica County School District. 
He previously served two terms on the Board 
of Alderman for the Town of Tunica. Mr. 
Nickson was the First African American elect-
ed to this position in Tunica County’s history. 
He currently is in his second term as Tunica 
County Supervisor/District No. 4. 

Supervisor Nickson is recognized amongst 
his family, his community, and his colleagues 
as a man of integrity and for the service, com-
passion, and outstanding spirit he has. He 
regularly attends and serves as a member of 
Pleasant Ridge Missionary Baptist Church in 
Tunica, Mississippi. 

Supervisor Nickson attended and graduated 
from public high school in Tunica County. 
After earning his high school diploma from 
Rosa Fort High School (1994), he attended 
Jackson State University in Jackson, MS (Spr 
’99) as a Business Management Major. He be-
came a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Inc. Alpha Beta Chapter. He is a member of 
Keystone No. 20, Masonic Lodge. For a few 
years after graduating from Jackson State Uni-
versity, Mr. Nickson enrolled in graduate 
school at Jackson State University (MAT Alter-
native Route Teaching Program). Also, he 
worked as a substitute teacher at Murrah High 
School and Mazzio’s Pizza in Jackson, MS. 
After 2 years in Jackson, he returned to 
Tunica to be closer to his children and family. 

On his return back to his hometown, Henry 
started jobs as a teacher’s aide in the Tunica 
County School District and Jailor at the Tunica 
County Sheriff’s Department. Also, Henry 
began the journey to become a licensed 
teacher. After a year as a substitute teacher, 
in 2001 Henry was hired as a GED/ESL/ 
BASIC skills instructor for Coahoma Commu-
nity College (Adult Basic Education Program). 
During the next several years, Henry would 
get promoted at the Tunica County Sheriff’s 
Department as: Jail Supervisor (Corporal), 
County Team Leader (Coahoma Community 
College/Adult Basic Education Program), 
served as Planning Commissioner (Tunica 
County District No. 4), served as Tunica 
County Coordinator for Congressman THOMP-
SON, and returned back to the Tunica County 
School District as an In-School Suspension 
Coordinator and GED instructor. In 2009, 
Henry obtained his teacher’s license and was 
hired at Tunica Middle School as a Social 
Studies Teacher/Coach and in 2010 obtained 
his Masters of Art Degree in Teaching from 
Belhaven University. Henry is currently work-
ing on completing his EDS in Educational 
Leadership and Administration Program at 
Delta State University. 

Although he excelled in his employment, 
Supervisor Nickson’s political career has been 
rewarding. In 2005, He became the 1st African 
American to qualify and win a political seat in 
the Town as Alderman/Ward No. 5. After an 
unsuccessful bid for state representative/Dis-
trict No. 9 in 2007, he regrouped and in 2012 
was elected to the Tunica County Board of 
Supervisors (after an unsuccessful bid in 
2003) and is currently in his 2nd term as Vice- 
president of the Tunica County Board of Su-
pervisors. 

Supervisor Nickson is married to Lashunna 
Owens-Nickson (Jackson State University ’04) 
of Heidelberg, MS. They have eight children: 
Henri, Chasidy, Anthony, James, Chasity 
(Jackson State University), Khalid (Jackson 
State University), Khalil (Jackson State Univer-

sity) and Nikesha (Concorde Nursing Pro-
gram). 

Supervisor Henry ‘‘Lil Sonny’’ Nickson, Jr.’s 
leadership, passion, dedication, dependability, 
and service has made him synonymous with 
being one of the best, if not the best, elected 
official and community leader in the state of 
Mississippi. At the end of the day, Henry ‘‘Lil 
Sonny’’ Nickson, Jr. is recognized for his serv-
ice to God, his family, his country, his commu-
nity, and the people that seek his help. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Supervisor Henry ‘‘Lil Sonny’’ 
Nickson, Jr. for his dedication to serving this 
great state and country. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CAROL GUTIERREZ 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 3, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Carol Gutierrez, a teacher in the Hillsborough 
City School District for 27 years, who is being 
honored with the Community Care Award from 
the Associated Parents’ Group. This award is 
given to a non-resident employee of the 
school district who has made sustained, sig-
nificant and lasting contributions that have 
touched the lives of our children and benefited 
the community as a whole. 

Carol has taught at West and North 
Hillsborough Elementary schools and was also 
a writing enrichment teacher at South for one 
year. Her love of children and drive to prepare 
them for the real world and successful lives 
has earned her the admiration and adoration 
of her students, their parents and her col-
leagues alike. The school district is extraor-
dinarily fortunate to have such a top-notch and 
dedicated teacher. 

Carol’s secret to success is that she teach-
es students to trust their own instincts and to 
follow their own passions. The students also 
learn to share those passions with fellow stu-
dents in their own classes and in other class-
es, which creates a wonderful learning envi-
ronment that nurtures individualism and com-
munity at the same time. 

In her current position as a 2nd grade 
teacher at North, Carol incorporates art, tech-
nology, cooperative learning and exploration 
time to engage her students. Examples of 
such activities include Business Day, Design 
Thinking Challenges and Recycled Art. Her 
classroom is vibrant, comfortable, welcoming 
and open. It is with good reason that one of 
her recent students said, ‘‘School can’t get 
better than this. I love Ms. Gutierrez.’’ 

As a 5th grade teacher at West, Carol and 
two of her colleagues developed and refined a 
community service jobs program and a trip to 
our Nation’s Capital. They also differentiated 
instruction with theme projects, led a math 
peer tutor program at lunch and promoted in-
terest in world culture by hosting an annual 
geography bee. Carol also served as a new 
teacher mentor for the district. 

Carol was born in East Chicago, Indiana 
and earned her BA from U.C. Berkeley. She 
and her husband Michael Gutierrez have three 
children, Nikolas, Katie and Joseph. In her 
spare time, Carol enjoys spending time with 
her family, drawing, cooking and exercising. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Members of the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-

nizing an exemplary and beloved teacher in 
the Hillsborough City School District. Carol 
Gutierrez brings out the best in every single 
one of her students and sets them on a path 
to success and life-long learning. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO ES-
TABLISH AN ELECTRONIC SYS-
TEM FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZA-
TION FOR THE GUAM CNMI VISA 
WAIVER PROGRAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today I re-in-
troduce legislation to authorize and establish 
an Electronic System for Travel Authorization 
(ESTA) for the Guam-CNMI Visa Waiver Pro-
gram, and direct revenue from the established 
system to fund CBP operations and staffing 
needs for ports of entry in Guam and the 
CNMI. 

The regional Guam-CNMI VWP recognizes 
Guam’s unique location in Asia, and the need 
to be more competitive for tourists from other 
Asian nations. With Guam’s primary source of 
economic revenue being tourism from Asia, 
my legislation would address several issues 
that have hampered our visitor industry and 
that continue to cost CBP millions of dollars 
annually in processing costs. The majority of 
foreign arrivals at Guam International Airport 
are those traveling under the Guam-CNMI 
VWP, and long immigration lines are a recur-
ring issue due to limited staffing capacity when 
arrivals peak at Guam International Airport. At 
their peak, sometimes 1,200 passengers ar-
rive when multiple flights arrive nearly simulta-
neously the wait times at immigration can be 
as long as two and a half hours. 

I recognize that there are complaints about 
long wait lines at other international ports of 
entry. However, the long wait-times have 
caused harm to Guam’s reputation in our pri-
mary visitor markets of Japan and South 
Korea. In fact, Japan television shows and 
radio programs have mocked the long lines 
and wait times at Guam International Airport, 
which has negatively impacted Guam’s stand-
ing as a family-friendly destination for our 
Asian allies. The flight from Japan or South 
Korea is a little over three hours and, sadly, 
some of these visitors have waited about as 
long, or at times longer, in line than it takes to 
travel from their home country to Guam. That 
is unacceptable and runs counter to the pre-
vious Administration’s goal of improving the 
arrivals process for international travelers ar-
riving in the United States, as outlined in a 
memorandum to heads of executive depart-
ments and agencies on May 22, 2014. My leg-
islation would work to address the problems 
that are occurring with long wait times at our 
respective ports of entry. Tourism is critical to 
the economies of the region, and we cannot 
let an antiquated visitor entry system and in-
adequate staffing harm our economy. 

Establishing an ESTA specific to the Guam- 
CNMI Visa Waiver Program would help to ad-
dress several issues faced by visitors arriving 
at Guam International Airport. First, the current 
process relies on a paper-based system which 
is cumbersome and only adds to the delays 
when arriving. The bill would allow CBP to 
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